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NGU Crusade 
 

Cochrane, Alberta Richard and his wife, Lisa, have three children, 
two of which have studied at NGU. 

Richard has co-authored several books with his father Henry      
including: Experiencing God: Revised Edition, Fresh Encounter: 
Revised Edition, When God Speaks, Experiencing God Day by Day, 
The Experience, Spiritual Leadership, Experiencing God:          
Collegiate Edition, Hearing God's Voice, Called to Be God's 
Leader: Lessons from the Life of Joshua, Reality: 7 Truths from 
Experiencing God, God In the Marketplace and Discovering God's 
Daily Agenda. Richard was the managing editor and contributing 
author of The Blackaby Study Bible. He also authored Putting a 
Face on Grace: Living a Life Worth Passing On, Cross Seekers: 
Discipleship Covenant for a New Generation and Unlimiting God: 
Increasing Your Capacity to Experience the Divine. 

Richard speaks internationally on the Christian life, spiritual     
leadership and revival. 
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The Crusade is North Greenville University's 
annual revival. Sponsored by the North 
Greenville Baptist Association and North 
Greenville University, the university and com-
munity join together in an exciting and intense 
way, worshipping the Lord.  It is a great way to 
start the new academic year and sets the spiri-
tual tone for the semester. 

 

Dates, Places and Times 

Crusade begins Sunday, August 14 and continues through August 
17th.� Gather at Turner Chapel each night. � Music begins at 7:00 
pm. (Let the Holy Spirit handle when the worship service ends.) 

This Year's Speaker 

Dr. Richard Blackaby has served as the President of Blackaby  
Ministries International since 2006.  He is the oldest son of Henry 
and Marilynn Blackaby. Richard earned a Bachelors degree in   
history from the University of Saskatchewan in Canada as well as a 
Master of Divinity and a Ph.D. in Church History from           
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. For 13 years he served 
as President of the Canadian Southern Baptist Seminary in      

Dr. Richard Blackaby 

Greenville 
County Schools 

Begin 
August 17th 



The Pastor’s Pen 
By Paul Crews, Senior Pastor 

Wow…MCBC has some impressive 
students and student-leaders!  Our 
trip to Concord, NC a couple of 
weeks ago was probably the best 
student mission trip I’ve ever been 
on.  God truly used our students and 
leaders in a powerful way as we 
assisted “Mission 217” in getting the 
word out about their ministry, and 
more importantly, the gospel of 
Jesus Christ! 

Regarding our students, “Mountain 
Creekers” have reason to rejoice in 
what God is doing in their lives.    
They had a great attitude all week 
(with absolutely no drama!) as they 
went through four and a half hours 
of intensive evangelism training.  
They were attentive and responsive 
to the teaching and now they have 
the tools and the boldness to share 
the gospel.  The students participated 
in various ministry activities, 
including knocking on over 600 
doors.  One young lady named Maria 
accepted Christ right in her 
doorway!  The students excelled in 
everything they did.  They studied, 
listened, learned, shared, served, and 
prayed faithfully. 

The adult leadership was equally as 
excited and diligent about the task.  I 
want to thank all of our chaperones 
for not just coming on the trip, but 
for infusing yourselves in the lives 
of the students and for being just as 
eager to learn how to effectively 
share the gospel! 

I got an email the other day from 
Mission 217 pastor, Corey Alley.  
He spoke highly of our entire group 
and said that our ministry had been 
invaluable to his young church.  He 
said that the following Sunday the 
church body raved about the job our 
students had done!  To God be the 
glory! 

Let’s not forget that our mission as 
MCBC is ongoing right here at home 
too! 

If you have yet to join an 
Evangelism Explosion team, we’d 
love to have you.   We are busy 
following-up on all the prospects 
gained from VBS!  If you are not a 
part of an EE team, please call the 
church office today or you can talk 
to our team captains.  John Lawless 
and Ray Rutledge head up our 

“Mountain Team” and Chase 
Livingston and Adam Owens lead 
our “Creek Team.”  Each team meets 
every other week on Monday night 
at 6:30 p.m.  We have a meal and 
training before we go out.  I’m 
excited because we are going to be 
leading the teams through the same 
training the students used on the 
mission trip.  It is the best 
evangelism training I’ve ever been a 
part of! 

Also, we have launched “The 
Journey.”  This is our one-on-one 
discipleship ministry with new 
believers and others who would like 
to be discipled.  If you are interested 
in being trained to be a “Journey 
Guide,” please sign-up in the 
Welcome Center and plan to attend 
our July 31 meeting at 4:30 p.m. 

We have one mission, to make 
disciples who make disciples!  We 
seek to do it with God’s power and 
for His glory! 

Your Pastor who loves you! 

Paul 

Dear Mountain Creek Church, 

I want to say a very deep thank you from my 
family and church family for all of the hard 
work and prayers on behalf of Mission 217. 
We had 10 first time guest on Sunday because 
of your efforts blessed by God. Thank you!! 

Mountain Creek has one of the best youth 
groups I have ever seen & I have seen a lot. 
Please continue to pray for us. Thank you so 
much!  

Pastor Corey  



Mark Hall is the leader of the musical group Casting 
Crowns.  He is a committed full-time youth pastor in 
Georgia that has managed to build one of the best 
Christian musical groups playing today.  Most of the 
members of the group serve in churches and commit only 
part of their time to traveling.  They are very selective 
about the venues they play, simply because their primary 
commitment is to their job in their churches.  They also 
do not leave town without their entire families. It is such 
a blessing to know that people singing the songs I like to 
use in worship are truly living the life, have a true desire 
to lead in worship, and are not interested in being 
entertainers. 

 I recently finished reading the devotional book, 
Lifestories, by Mark Hall.  In this book he talks about the 
inspiration behind several of their songs.  In one of the 
chapters he asks the questions, “Can you honestly say 
that everything you do in word and deed is for the glory 
of the Lord? “  Wow, that hurts!  If we are being honest, I 
doubt we can say that as often as we would like! 

In this chapter he talks about the inspiration behind their 
award winning song Lifesong. Mark talks about a time he 
was at a Third Day concert with his youth trying to 
worship and realized he was spending so much of his 
time pleading with God for forgiveness from all the junk 
he had been carrying around the last few weeks that he 
couldn’t ever get around to actually worshipping. 

Do you ever feel that way?  So many times we spend our 
worship services just trying to get “cleaned up” when we 
should come in ready to overflow with praise from 
having honored God with our lives all week.   “It’s 
impossible to live a Spirit-filled, God-driven life when 
the only time surrendered to Jesus is an hour-long slot 
before lunch on Sunday.”  That thought is what led Mark 
Hall to write the words to Lifesong. 

 

Colossians 3:17 states: “And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.” 

 

Music Notes 
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That verse means being able to sign His name to the end 
of each day.  True worship has little to do with what is 
happening on stage, but about what is happening in our 
hearts.  I am thankful God is forgiving, patient, and 
willing to give us another chance.   “If you seek Him, He 
will be found...” 1 Chronicles 28:9. 

 
Empty hands held high, such small sacrifice; 

If not joined with my life, I sing in vain tonight. 
May the words I say, and the things I do 

Make my lifesong sing, bring a smile to You. 
Let my lifesong sing to You 

 
In Him, 
Martha 

���� ����������	 ����� �
���
�������	 ��	

����
������

�
������������������ �� �
������������

��������	�
�



 As summer begins to wind 
down, that can only mean that a new 
semester is looming over the heads 
of college students across the 
country. No more sleeping in late, no 
more “fun in the sun,” and for many 
college students, no more living at 
home. The fact of the matter is that 
across the United States, students 
from ages 18-23 make the great 
migration to universities and 
colleges in pursuit of higher 
education that promises a brighter 
future. Unfortunately, many migrate 
right out of church as well and 
become under the influence of 
liberal doctrines of academia’s 
higher learning. This age group is 
most notably the “lost” age group 
because we seem to have “lost” our 
focus for reaching and teaching 
them. This will not be the case for 
the Student Ministry at Mountain 
Creek. This fall promises to be a 
spectacular time of year as we truly 
seek to dig deep and discover the 
truths of the gospel. Beginning in the 
fall, the college group will have a 
place of their own where they can 

study, worship, and learn about God 
together.  

 Each month, the college 
students will be able to take part in 
the mission projects that are in 
conjunction with the student 
ministry. On Wednesday evenings at 
8 pm, the college students will also 
be able to have a time of Bible study 
together in the large conference 
room. There will be additional 
activities for each student to 
participate in with every intention of 
fulfilling the Great Commission. It is 
our job as the church to prepare these 
students for what they will encounter 
in the world as they seek to break the 
barriers that would hold them back 
from sharing their faith. I pray that it 
would be your prayer to see this 
generation take the gospel message 
to their campuses, to boldly stand for 
Christ against a depraved world, and 
to invade a culture that seeks to blot 
out the name of God.  

 This time in life is literally 
the crossroads between “go” and 
“stay”. Many students see college as 

a way to determine their own 
identity. In doing so, they become 
susceptible to drifting away from 
their foundations set on Christ. 
Academia today has a new face and 
ultimately, cannot be ignored by the 
church any longer. The current 
statistics for students who apostatize 
their faith, that is abandon their faith, 
is roughly 80-88%. Wow… I hope 
this is alarming to you. Let me put it 
another way: in a matter of just a 
few years, according to these 
statistics, the next generation church 
will be 1/10 of what it is today. My 
question is this: What are we willing 
to do about it? I hope that you’ll not 
overlook this generation, but instead 
see these young people with the 
greatest potential as they boldly 
stand for Christ. It is the focus of the 
Student Ministry at Mountain Creek 
to raise this generation and beyond 
to  be  “m iss iona l , ”  l i t e ra l 
missionaries in their culture, who are 
willing to stand for truth, instead of 
being subject to circumstances. The 
future starts now.  

By Adam Owens, Director of Student Ministries 

Mountain Creek Church Family, 
Thank you for remembering Christian 
during his recent surgery. He appreci-
ated all the cards, visits and prayers 
for his recovery. He is doing so much 
better. 
We love our church family and thank 
the Lord for such caring people. 
Anne, Tony , and Christian Edland 

THANK YOU NOTES  

Dear Mountain Creek, 
Thank you so much for the graduation 
service, bible, and devotion book, I 
really appreciate it. Thanks for every-
thing, I look forward to entering the 
college ministry!  
In Christ, Haley Holliday 
 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so much for the outpour-
ing of love that you showed us at the 
loss of Benjamin and Bryan’s dad. 
The calls, cards and prayers mean 
more to us than you will ever know. 
We love you. 
Benjamin, Kelly, Brett, and Bayley 
Betsill 
Bryan, Holly and Breleigh Betsill 



 As our focus as a whole is being directed in the 
service of Christ, the student ministry is also going to be 
having a “missional” facelift. You may be wondering, 
“What does missional mean?” Missional is quite 
literally making missionaries for your community. Our 
students are more than capable of taking on this task as 
we seek to invade the culture and pervade the 
surrounding community with the gospel of Christ. A 
challenge that we will be putting into place is to do a 
different mission project each month throughout the 
school year. We won’t be able to simply “come and 
stay,” but we’ll be urged to understand the Great 
Commission to “go and make.” I know that God has 
great things in store for the student ministry and for 
Mountain Creek. I can only imagine what God will do 
when the spark gets lit and grows into a wildfire. I hope 
you’re as excited as I am as we explore how 
“Unshackled” we are with the freedom we have in 
Christ! Hallelujah!  

The summer is almost over and I can hear the 
school bells already beginning to be warmed up to 
welcome the students back. We can only testify to how 
great God has been this summer. How thankful I am to 
have been able to be a part of it in our service of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. With all of the mission trips over, the 
Vacation Bible Schools done, and the camps behind us, 
our focus is now directed at seeing the mission field that is 
presented before us. Many of us take for granted the 
opportunity that we have to share in the greatest mission 
field on earth: our lives. As we have seen over the 
summer, we never know the impact that we can make in 
someone’s life in our day-to-day activities. The students 
have been fired-up to be willing to “Go” and tell the 
Gospel of our Lord. Let us not lose this enthusiasm and 
this fire to seek to glorify God.  

 August is going to be a month that allows the 
student ministry to fully engulf the students with the 
ability to stand against what academia teaches; 
specifically, the apologetic side of the gospel. As 1 Peter 
3:15 says – “Always be ready to give a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you.” 
Beginning this August, the students will be taking on the 
teachings of academia head-on and be stretched to develop 
their own faith, hope, and understanding through our love 
for God. The series that is going to begin when the 
students start school will be called “Demolishing the 
Strongholds,” which is geared at being a 17 week study 
about what students will encounter from schools today. 
There are also a few special surprises in store along the 
way which will involve activities and group building 
projects. I am very excited about what God is going to do 
this month.  

SNAC will be Sunday night 
August 21st immediately fol-

lowing worship at the home of 
Pastor Paul & Kristen Crews, 

 6 Beckenham Lane,  
Greenville, SC 29609.  

Demolishing Students’ Stronghold 
By Adam Owens, Director of Student Ministries  

If you want to build a ship, don’t summon people to buy 
wood, prepare tools, distribute jobs, and organize the work; 
rather teach people the yearning for the wide, boundless 
ocean.          -Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

 



It’s Time for a 
New Church Directory 

Beginning this month, you will be called to set your 
appointment for a new church directory photo.     No high 

pressure sales, no impersonal photographers...this will all be 
done “in-house”.     

The only cost to you will be the materials required to print 
your directory and your time to have your photo made. 

Estimated cost is $12.00. 

Should you have any questions, please see Martha or call Lori 
in the church office. 

Coming this Fall 



Cottage Prayer Meetings 
These meetings are a great time for prayer and 
fellowship with other Christians.  We meet in different 
people’s homes twice a month on Saturdays at 5:00 
P.M.  The meetings this month at are in the homes 
of the following: 
August 13th— Home of Ruth Faircloth 
August 27th— Home of Ailene Peele  
If any questions please contact Ailene Peele. 
 
Joy Club 
The Joy Club will meet at the church on August 16 at 
11:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  This lunch will be a 
covered dish and the meat will be provided.  This will 
be an event planning meeting and 
fellowship. If you have any 
questions, contact Wayne or Judy 
McJunkin. 
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NGU Area Crusade August 14th—16th @ 7:00 p.m. 
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Mountain Creek 
Baptist Church 

255 W. Mountain Creek 
Church Rd. 

Greenville, SC  29609 
�

www.mountaincreekbc.org 
 

Phone: 864-244-4524 
Fax:  864-244-4525 

�
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Paul Crews, 
Senior Pastor 

 
Martha Crouse, 

Minister of Music 
 

Adam Owens, 
Director of Student Ministries 

 
Lori Range, 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Brenda Whitaker, 
Financial Secretary 

 
Tracy Roddy, 

Custodian 
�

The Messenger newsletter is 
published in-house by the 
church office each month.  

Each issue should reach your 
home before the 1st of every 

month. 
Deadline for newsletter           
submissions is the 3rd             

Monday of every month. 
 

Questions? Please contact Lori 
Range in the church office or 

by e-mail at  
lorirange@mountaincreekbc.org 

Greeters for August 
 Aug 7 -   Brodie Bricker  

& Lewis Sloan  
Aug 14 -  Eddie Bright  

& Roland Styles 
Aug 21 -  Tammy Rainey  

& Mark Rainey 
Aug 28 - Tom Brooks  
& Wayne McJunkin  

Deacons for August 
Aug  7  Tony Edland 

Aug 14  Eddie Bright 

Aug 21 Steve Crouse 

Aug 28 Mark Greene  
��

 



Men’s Golf Retreat  
(September 15—17th) 

All men are invited to be a part 
of our Fall 2011 Golf Retreat. 

The Golf Retreat will be held in 
Santee, SC. Cost to come. Sign-

up sheet is located on the upstairs 
bulletin board near the 

Sanctuary.  
Deadline to register will  

be Sept. 4th.               
Please make checks payable to 
Tom Brooks and see him for 

additional information. 
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Mountain Creek Baptist Church 
255 W. Mountain Creek Church Rd. 
Greenville, SC  29609 
Phone: 864-244-4524 
Fax:  864-244-4525 

 Can’t wait  
to see  
you. 

Begins 
September 7th 

Taking the long way  
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“ Making Disciples Who Make Disciples” 

Monday through  
Friday 

8:30 - 5:00 pm 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
PERMIT NO. 107 

TAYLORS, SC 

Coming Soon…... 
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Sunday Service ScheduleSunday Service Schedule 
9:30 A.M.      Sunday School/Bible Study 
10:30 A.M.    Morning Worship 
6:00 P.M.      Evening Worship 
 

Wednesday Service ScheduleWednesday Service Schedule 
6:30 P.M.     “Power Hour”-  
                                   Adult Bible Study  
                      Student Worship 
                      Summer Quest (Children)  

Schedule of Services����


