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A few years ago, my 

Christmas season cen-

tered on the arrival of a 

baby ñ our second 

child, due December 

23. Exhausted with 

pregnancy, I skipped 

out on holiday gather-

ings, did less decorating 

and baking than usual, 

didnõt send cards and 

didnõt plan a holiday 

dinner, assuming ñ cor-

rectly, it turned out ñ 

Iõd be in the hospital 

then.  

 

It was a strangely quiet 

Christmas season, with 

our focus on the im-

pending arrival. But 

once our baby was 

born, in the last hour of 

Christmas Day, all the 

missed parties, carol-

ing, cookie -indulging 

and even present-

opening paled in com-

parison. All that truly 

mattered was Godõs gift 

to our family of this one 

very special baby.  

 

Isnõt this how Christmas 

should always be? Sea-

sonal activities are fun, 

but they hold meaning 

only if they deepen our 

focus on the coming of 

one very special Baby ñ 

the Christ -Child. Hold 

him in your heart this 

season, as I held my 

newborn that Christmas 

night. If the hustle and 

bustle distracts you 

from the Baby, put an 

end to it. If traditional 

activities prove more 

stressful than joyous, 

consider what you can 

let go of to embrace 

the true meaning of 

Christmas ñ the birth of 

Jesus, Godõs gift of 

love.  

 

ñHeidi Mann 

The True Meaning of Christmas 
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For the past three months, 
weôve been looking at the 
book of Nehemiah to see 
how God builds and uses a 
church.  I want to veer away 
from Nehemiah just for this 
month as we prepare our-
selves for a great time on the 
Christian calendaré
Christmas. 

Christmas is an amazing time 
of the year for many reasons.  
We all have fond memories 
of Christmases through the 
yearséfamily celebrations 

and traditions, 
wonderful times 
of worship, fun 
outings to pick 
out a tree or see 
the lights, winter 
weather (and the 
snow cream we 
make from it), and 
we could go on 
and on. 

The most amazing 
t h i n g  a b o u t 

Christmas is found in the 
first five letters of the wordé
C-H-R-I-S-T!  As they say, 
ñJesus is the reason for the 
season!ò  When Christ came, 
it was the most incredible 
moment in the history of 
man.  Just think about ité
the King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords, the Alpha and 
Omega, the First and the 
Last, the Beginning and the 

End, took the body of a man 
and came to earth! 

Theologians use the word 
ñincarnationò to describe Je-
susô first coming.  
ñIncarnationò means ñto be-
come flesh.ò    One of my 
favorite apologetic websites, 
www.carm.org says, ñThe in-
carnation of Jesus is when 
the human nature (Jesus the 
man) was added to the na-
ture of God the second per-
son of the Trinity. It is where 
God became a man (John 
1:1,14; Phil. 2:5-8).ò 

Pause for a moment and let 
your mind meditate on that 
truth.  It is absolutely mind-
boggling that the God of this 
universe would do such a 
thing! Why would He do 
that? 

Again, consider the words of 
www.carm.org, ñIt was the 
voluntary act of Jesus to hum-
ble himself so that he might 
die for our sins (1 Pet. 3:18). 
Jesus came to reveal the Fa-
ther (Matt. 11:27; Luke 
10:22), to do His will (Heb. 
10:5-9), to fulfill prophecy 
(Luke 4:17-21), to reconcile 
the world (2 Cor. 5:18-21), 
and to become our High 
Priest (Heb. 7:24-28).ò 

Jesus came from Heaven to 
earth in order to make it pos-
sible for you to go to Heaven 
from earth! He came to die 

in order that we might live.  
He died on the cross to 
give us forgiveness and rose 
from the dead to give us 
His life.  One teacher said 
it this way, ñJesus gave His 
life for us, to give His life 
through us, to live His life 
through us!ò  What a mira-
cle! 

Please understand that Je-
susô incarnation does not 
end with Him being born 
as a baby.  His incarnation 
continues as we repent of 
our sins, place our faith 
and trust in Him as Savior 
and Lord, and depend on 
His indwelling life to live 
through us!  The incarna-
tion is about more than 
Jesus becoming a baby!  It 
is about Him living His 
resurrection life through 
you!  What a Christmas 
present! 

Merry Christmas from your 
pastor who loves you! 

 

 

Pastor Paul 

 

 

ñMerry Christmas 

from your pastor 

who loves you!ò 

Incarnation Celebration            by Pastor Paul Crews, Senior Pastor 

http://www.carm.org
http://carm.org/dictionary-trinity
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.14
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Phil.%202.5-8
http://www.carm.org
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Pet.%203.18
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt.%2011.27
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%2010.22
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%2010.22
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Heb.%2010.5-9
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Heb.%2010.5-9
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke%204.17-21
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/2%20Cor.%205.18-21
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Heb.%207.24-28
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Sunday, December 4th has been set aside as a day to help us ñCatch Upò our budget for this year.  
Please pray about what God would have you sacrifice towards this goal.   

 

December 4th is our emphasis Sunday; however, you may contribute towards the ñCatch Upò goal for 
the rest of December. 

Catch Up Sunday 

include sharing in the Lordôs 
Supper.   

 

On that special day we will 
not have Sunday School, Chil-
drenôs Worship  or  PM ser-
vices.  

Bring your entire family for 
this event to honor Jesus 
Christ. 

 

 

 

 

What better way to celebrate 
the birthday of the Savior 
than to worship together! 

 

Join us Sunday, December 
25th, at 10:30 am for a special 
time of worship which will 

Joy to the World, the Lord is 
Come!  Let earth receive her 
King.  Let every heart prepare 
Him room and heaven and na-
ture sing, and heaven and nature 
sing, and heaven and heaven and 
nature sing! 

 

 

Merry Christmas to our wonderful church family! 
 
We love you and love serving with you.  May God 
bless each of you this Christmas season as we cele-
brate together the birth of our glorious Savior! 

 
Love, 
Paul, Kristen, Nathan and Caroline 
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ñTis the season to be jollyéò - 
those lyrics have been ringing 
in our ears for a couple of 
weeks now.  It seems that 
every radio station has picked 
up on the ñspirit of Christ-
mas.ò  It never ceases to 
amaze me when you look at 
the media today what the 
perception and ideas of 
Christmas entail:  shopping, 
eating, chic fashion, new 
gadgets, waiting in long lines, 
fighting traffic, Santa Claus, 
reindeer, elves, parties.  
Thatôs quite an assortment.  

My question is 
this:  how do we 
view Christmas? 

 

This is a wonder-
ful time of the 
year, thereôs no 
doubt about that, 
but do we recog-
nize how wonder-
ful it is for the 
right reasons?  
Yes, we celebrate 

being with family and 
friends; yes, we celebrate with 
eating; yes, many people will 
even grace the church doors 
at Christmas; but what do we 
celebrate?  We celebrate, not 
out of obligation, but out of 
remembrance of the birth of 
Christ.  Itôs easy to become 
consumed with consumer-
ism; to be trapped in the 
ñspirit of Christmasò without 
the true ñSpirit.ò  It seems 

that today, we are more easily 
enthralled with saving on 
credit cards and clothing 
lines, than we are concerning 
saving souls.  The true Spirit 
of Christmas is the same 
Spirit that saves, even when 
itôs not Christmas.  Itôs the 
gift that keeps on giving. 

 

Why do I go into all that?  
Iôm not bitter by any means 
against Christmas; itôs my 
favorite time of the year.  I 
believe that itôs important for 
us as the church to not be-
come too captivated by bar-
gain prices that Santa offers 
and become more captivated 
with the gift that Christ 
gives.  It has become a sort of 
cliché today, but how appro-
priate it is:  He is the reason 
for the season.  What a dif-
ference it would make to tru-
ly remember and celebrate 
what Christ has done for us.  
The gift that didnôt require 
money or standing in long 
lines; it required absolute 
sacrifice.  Will you remem-
ber? 

 

Over the next few weeks, the 
youth ministry is going to be 
focused in on what it means 
to sacrifice for others.  Weôre 
going to be speaking about 
the upcoming event in Febru-
ary called ñ30 hour famineò 
in which weôll go hungry so 
that others donôt have to.  

The following weeks will be 
geared toward, not only 
having a good time with 
one another with food and 
such activities, but putting 
the focus where it truly be-
longs during Christ-
mas...on Christ.   

 

There are a number of 
things in the works as we 
prepare for next year.  I 
canôt wait to see what God 
is going to do in the life of 
this, His church.  Continue 
to be in prayer for your stu-
dents and continue to be 
wholly devoted to your 
families and God.  I pray 
that youôve been taking 
time to continually pray 
and meditate on Scripture 
together.  Iôm reminded of 
a verse of Scripture that has 
been ringing in my ears as 
of late:  ñRejoice in the 
Lord alwaysðI say again, 
rejoice.ò  Phil. 4:4 Truly 
take time to worship and 
rejoice in the Lord in every-
thing that you do. 

 

Adam 

 

 

ñRejoice in the Lord al-
ways ð I say again, re-
joice.ò  Phil. 4:4  

ñHow do we view 

Christmas?ò 

Students and College   by Adam Owens, Director of Student Ministries 
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December is the time for our 
International Missions Em-
phasis.  This year Mountain 
Creekôs Lottie Moon Offering 
Goal is $11,000.   

 

The week of prayer for inter-
national missions is December 
4th through December 11th.   

 

Our annual March for Mis-
sions will be on Sunday, De-
cember 11th during our 
morning worship service. 

 

Please pray about your part in 
helping our church to reach 
this most worthy goal. 

International Mission 
Board Facts:   

 

There are 4,952 Southern 
Baptist International Mis-
sionaries as of June 2011. 

 

There are  11,627 people 
groups worldwide. (6.8 bil-
lion people) 

 

There are  6,750 unreached 
people groups. (4.1 billion 
people) 

 

There are 3,684 unengaged 

people groups. (over 2 bil-
lion). 

 

An unreached people group 
is one that has a less than 
2% Evangelical Christian 
population. 

 

An unengaged people group 
is one that has NO church 
planting strategy at this time. 

 

Do the math!  That is over 1 
million people per mission-
ary.   

How great is the need! 

Lottie Moon Week of Prayer 2011 

Moon Post Office.   Please de-
posit your cards on the front 
pew (organ side).   

 

Cost is $.25 per card.  One hun-
dred percent of the cost goes 

directly towards Mountain 
Creekôs Lottie Moon Offering 
Goal. 

 

Thank you for supporting our 
missionaries! 

Our Lottie Moon Post Office 
has begun delivery! 

 

All of your Christmas Cards 
for active church members 
can be sent through our Lottie 

Lottie Moon Post Office 

Lottie 

Moon 

Wednesday night, December 21st, the 
AWANA kids will be going Christmas Car-
oling.  We will be leaving the church 
promptly at 6:40 and will return at 7:45.   

 

All children must get a permission slip 
signed to travel on the church bus! 

 

Please see Martha for details! 

take a Holiday break. 

 

We will return on Wednes-
day, January 4th at 6:30 pm. 

 

Our first night in 2012 will 
be ñNew Yearôs Celebra-
tionò.  Wear something 
ñShinyò and be ready to start 
off the new year in AWANA 
in style!  

Wednesday, December 14th 
will be our last AWANA for 
2011.   

 

On the 14th, we will be hav-
ing a Birthday Party for Je-
sus.  Learn those verses and 
prepare to celebrate one of 
the most wonderful Holidays 
of the year! 

After the 14th, AWANA will 
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ñShe will give birth to a son, 
and you are to name Him 
Jesus.  Because He will save 
His people from their sins.ò  
Matthew 1:21. 

I will never get tired of 
hearing that story!   

Christmas is such a fun 
and wonderful time of 
year.  I start listening to 
Christmas music in June 
and July in order to have 
time to put together the 
music we will be using for 
the Holiday season.  And, 
yes, I have been listening 
to Easter music since the 
end of October! 

Nothing lifts my spirits 
like Christmas music.  It is 
a beautiful reminder of 
the unfolding of Godôs 
great plan for our salva-
tion.  Such a gift given at 
such great cost.  The 
world will never receive a 

greater gift.   

This yearôs Adult 
Christmas program, 
ñOne Starò, begins with 
the angels, the shep-
herds, the star, the baby 
and brings us full circle 
to our response.  Is He 
really ñallò to us? 

The Kids program, 
ñMiracle on Main Street,ò 
reminds us of the 
ñXmasò influence on 
our society.  There are 
so many people that 
think Christ has no 
place in public life.  
They donôt mind cele-
brating Christmas as 
long as no one talks 
about the real reason 
behind it.  In the musi-
cal the children are go-
ing door to door to en-
list citizens to help 
them get permission to 

give a Christmas pro-
gram in the town 
square.  After visiting 
one of the ñless then 
helpful homesò, one of 
the children says, ñé
they like ChristmaséI 
think itôs Christ they 
have a problem with.ò 

Make sure that every-
one you know recogniz-
es the importance of 
this season in your cele-
brating.  After all, this is 
the birthday of the 
King! 

Wishing you have the 
most blessed Christmas 
ever! 

 

With love from the 
Crouses, 

 

Steve, Martha, Stephen, 
Caleb and Moriah 

ñThis is the 

birthday of the 

King!ò 

Music Notes                            by Martha Crouse, Minister of Music 

Special Service Times and Choir Rehearsals 
Saturday, December 10th 4:00pm ï Celebration Choir Dress Rehearsal and Christmas Party. 

Sunday, December 11th 4:00pm ï Celebration Choir presents  ñOne Starò 

Saturday, December 17th 1:00pmð3:00pm Kids Praise Dress Rehearsal 

Sunday, December 18th 4:00pm ï Kids Praise Final Rehearsal - Program begins at 6:00. ñMiracle on Main Streetò 

Sunday, December 25th ï Christmas Celebration  & Church Wide Communion     No Sunday School with Ser-
vice  at 10:30am.   No evening services or programs. 

Wednesday, December 28th ï No services or programs. 

Sunday, January 1st ï Regular 9:30 am Sunday School and 10:30 Service. No PM services. 

Kids Praise and Play & Praise will take a Holiday break and will return January 30th at 6:00 pm. 



Page 7  The Messenger  

Christmas at Mountain Creek 

Special Christmas Services 

 
December 11th at 4:00 pm 

One StarðPresented by the MCBC Cele-
bration Choir 

December 18th at 6:00 pm 

Miracle on Main Street  Presented by the 
MCBC Kids Praise and Play & Praise 
Choirs 

December 25th at 10:30 am 

Church Wide Communion Service & Christ-
mas Celebration 
 

Communion  

Service 

Christmas Morning 

December 25th 

10:30 pm 
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 Itôs just a small, white envelope stuck among the branches of our Christmas tree. No 
name, no identification, no inscription. It has peeked through the branches of our tree for the past 
ten years. 
It all began because my husband Mike hated Christmas. Oh, not the true meaning of Christmas, 
but the commercial aspects of it ï overspending and the frantic running around at the last minute 
to get a tie for Uncle Harry and the dusting powder for Grandma ï the gifts given in desperation 
because you couldnôt think of anything else. 
 Knowing he felt this way, I decided one year to bypass the usual shirts, sweaters, ties and 
so forth. I reached for something special just for Mike. The inspiration came in an unusual way. 
Our son Kevin, who was 12 that year, was on the wrestling team at the school he attended. 
Shortly before Christmas, there was a non-league match against a team sponsored by an inner-
city church. These youngsters, dressed in sneakers so ragged that shoestrings seemed to be the 
only thing holding them together, presented a sharp contrast to our boys in their spiffy blue and 
gold uniforms and sparkling new wrestling shoes.  

 As the match began, I was alarmed to see that the other team was wrestling without head-
gear, a kind of light helmet designed to protect a wrestlerôs ears. It was a luxury the ragtag team 
obviously could not afford.  

 Well, we ended up walloping them. We took every weight class. Mike, seated beside me, 
shook his head sadly, ñI wish just one of them could have won,ò he said. ñThey have a lot of po-
tential, but losing like this could take the heart right out of them.ò Mike loved kids ï all kids. He so 
enjoyed coaching little league football, baseball and lacrosse. Thatôs when the idea for his pre-
sent came.  

 That afternoon, I went to a local sporting goods store and bought an assortment of wres-
tling headgear and shoes, and sent them anonymously to the inner-city church. On Christmas 
Eve, I placed a small, white envelope on the tree, the note inside telling Mike what I had done, 
and that this was his gift from me.  

 Mike's smile was the brightest thing about Christmas that year. And that same bright smile 
lit up succeeding years. For each Christmas, I followed the tradition ï one year sending a group 
of mentally handicapped youngsters to a hockey game, another year a check to a pair of elderly 
brothers whose home had burned to the ground the week before Christmas, and on and on. 
The white envelope became the highlight of our Christmas. It was always the last thing opened 
on Christmas morning, and our children ï ignoring their new toys ï would stand with wide-eyed 
anticipation as their dad lifted the envelope from the tree to reveal its contents. As the children 
grew, the toys gave way to more practical presents, but the small, white envelope never lost its 
allure.  

 The story doesnôt end there. You see, we lost Mike last year due to dreaded cancer. When 
Christmas rolled around, I was still so wrapped in grief that I barely got the tree up. But Christmas 
Eve found me placing an envelope on the tree. And the next morning, I found it was magically 
joined by three more. Unbeknownst to the others, each of our three children had for the first time 
placed a white envelope on the tree for their dad. The tradition has grown and someday will ex-
pand even further with our grandchildren standing to take down that special envelope. 
 
 Mikeôs spirit, like the Christmas spirit will always be with us. 

A Christmas Story   by Nancy Gavin 

http://www.wanttoknow.info/008/081223_christmas_stories
http://www.wanttoknow.info/008/081223_christmas_stories
http://www.wanttoknow.info/008/081223_christmas_stories
http://www.wanttoknow.info/008/081223_christmas_stories
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