
������������	�
January 2012 

 
It's a brand new year! I love a new year!  A new year brings 
new opportunities, new experiences, new lessons, new 
blessings, and new challenges.   No doubt, the Lord has 
much in store for us all as we head into 2012!  God wants to 
accomplish so much in your life this coming year. 
 
A new year offers a fresh start!  Put the difficulties and 
disappointments of 2011 behind you and look ahead to what 
God wants to do this year!   How can you capitalize on a 
new year?  How do you seize this fresh start the Lord 
offers?  How do you make 2012 your best year yet?  Here 
are a few suggestions: 
 
1.  Make your intimacy with God your absolute number 
one priority.  

It’s A New Year // by Pastor Paul Crews 
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New Classes for January  

In Raising a Modern Day 
Knight, author Robert Lewis 
uses the customs of pursuing 
knighthood in the medieval era 
to draw parallels to achieving 
manhood today. It's a meticulous 
process that requires vision, 
goals and an uncompromising 
character. This is a 6 week class 

designed for fathers with school age sons.  

I'm a Christian Now! Is designed 
to be given to kids when they 
accept Jesus Christ as Savior. 
This updated version helps kids 
understand the decision they 
have made and what it means to 
live a Christian life. This is a 6 
week study designed for children 

thru 5th grade who have become a new 
Christian’s.  

. . . PASTOR ARTICLE CONTINUED 

 
· Set aside the first part of each day for time 

God. 
· Seek to hear the voice of God like never 

before. 
· Determine to study the Bible a little bit 

each day. 
· Write down the things God says to you. 
 
2.  Determine to obey the Lord, regardless 
of the cost. 
 
· The new year will have it's challenges. 
· Affirm the Lordship of Christ in your life 

each day. 
· Depend on the Indwelling Christ to live 

through you in each circumstance. 
· Obey God in every area of your life and 

watch for Him to bless you in ways you 
can't imagine. 

 
3.   Ask God to  use you powerfully in every 
relationship you have. 
 
· Spend time loving your family.  They spell 

love "t...i...m...e!" 
· Look for opportunities to bless others 

around you. 
· Invest in the lives of others, especially your 

brothers and sisters in Christ. 
· Ask the Lord to use you as a mentor and to 

provide someone to mentor you. 
· Be alert to opportunities the Lord gives you 

to share the gospel with those around you. 
· Be a positive person!  Don't give in to the 

negativity around you. 
 
4.   Make the church a priority. 
 
· The church is the bride of Christ and He 

loves His bride! 
· The church is God's chosen means to 

advance the Kingdom! 
· Too many today want to benefit from the 

church, but they don't want to invest in the 
church.  Don't be a church-mooch! 

· Participate in worship and Sunday School. 
· Serve faithfully in the areas in which God 

calls you to serve. 
· Give generously to the ministry of the 

church. 
· Pray often for the unity and effectiveness 

of the church! 
· Get off the sideline and get into the game! 
 
I pray that this will be your best year yet and 
the greatest year MCBC has ever seen!  Happy 
New Year! 
 
Your pastor who loves you, 
Pastor Paul 

Raising a Modern Day Knight (Fathers) I’m a Christian Now (Kids) 

We will begin both classes at 5:00 pm on Sunday’s. Please see Pastor Paul with questions. 



Announcements 

Important Notice 
All contributions must be received by 
Friday, Dec. 30, 2011, or if you mail 
them, they must be postmarked by 
12/31/11 to receive credit for the year 
2011. We must abide by these IRS guidelines in 
order to comply with the tax laws and keep our tax 
exempt status. 
 

“To ensure the deductibility of your church 
contributions, please do not file your 2011 income 

tax return until you have received a written 
acknowledgment of your contributions from the 

church.” 
�
 
 

Inclement Weather 
In case of inclement weather please check one of 
the following locations for an announcement 
concerning church services: 
 
  1.  WSPA TV 7 (closings listed at the bottom of 
screen) 
 
  2.  WYFF TV 4 (closings listed at bottom of 
screen) 

Mountain Creek Baptist Church 
255 W. Mountain Creek Church Rd. 

Greenville, SC  29609 
��

www.mountaincreekbc.org 
  

Phone: 864-244-4524 
Fax:  864-244-4525 
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Paul Crews, Senior Pastor 
paulcrews@mountaincreekbc.org 

  
Martha Crouse, Minister of Music 

marthacrouse@mountaincreekbc.org 
  

Adam Owens, 
Director of Student Ministries 

adamowens@mountaincreekbc.org 
  

Lori Range, Administrative Assistant 
lorirange@mountaincreekbc.org 

  
Brenda Whitaker, Financial Secretary 
brendawhitaker@mountaincreekbc.org 

  
Tracy Roddy, 

Custodian 
��

 The Messenger newsletter is published       
in-house by the church office each 

month.  Each issue should reach your 
home before the 1st of every month. 

  
Deadline for newsletter submissions is 

the 3rd Monday of every month. 

A New Years Blessing 
May God make your year a happy one!  
Not by shielding you from all sorrow and pain,  
But by strengthening you to bear it as it comes;  
Not by making your path easy,  
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;  
Not by taking hardships from you,  
But by taking fear from your heart;  
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,  
But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;  
Not by making your life always pleasant,  
But by showing you when people and their causes need you most,  
and by making you anxious to be there to help.  
God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead.  
 
—Author unknown 



����� ������������
	�
���
��
���������� �� �������

���������������������	����
��������������������������

	����������������������
�
 !����"�����������������

��������������#��������
���
�

$�
��%������
&�������
�

%����'�
%������&�����
������������
���!��
��
�

��������(( �
 �����

Happy New Year!   

A new start gives us renewed hope for the 
future.  The word HOPE has a very important 
meaning to believers.  Different dictionaries 
give different meanings, but one bible 
dictionary says, “not merely expectations and 
desires as the world might see it, but involves 
trust, confidence and refuge in God.”   

Among the qualities of a Christian, Paul lists 
hope right up there with faith and love. (1 
Corinthians 13:13).  In Colossians Paul refers 
to the “hope of glory” to describe the evidence 
of Christ in the saints.  Then in Titus 2, Paul 
calls Jesus the “blessed hope” as he describes 
the second coming of Christ. 

In the song, The Solid Rock, we hear the line, 
“my hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ 
blood and righteousness.”  It seems that hope 
is really more about the reality of Jesus Christ 
than any desire or earthly expectation we 
might have.  Hebrews calls this hope, “an 
anchor for our lives, safe and secure.” 

The Hebrews reference reminds me of a song 
that was written by Ruth Jones in 1943 during 
the middle of WWII, In Times Like These”. 
The song says: 

In times like these you need a Savior 
In times like these you need an anchor; 

Be very sure, be very sure 
Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock! 

This Rock is Jesus, Yes, He's the One; 
This Rock is Jesus, the only One! 

Be very sure, be very sure 
Your anchor holds and grips the Solid 

Rock! 

Even though the future of our world does not 
always look promising, we have hope.  
Whether at the start of a New Year or a new 
day, Jesus is our hope and our solid rock.  That 
is all we need to face the future.   

In Him, 

Martha 

Music Notes  //by Martha Crouse, Minister of Music  



January Forecast                   //by Adam Owens, Director of Student Ministries 

a growing cycle in society today of how we “do” 
church. Somewhere in there, we’ve lost what it means 
to serve. It’s my prayer that this coming year we 
would not be involved in “doing” church. I pray that 
we would seek to “live Christ” on a daily basis. 
Through that, I hope that every person that is 
ministered to will know the love of Christ, just as I 
pray that you will be reminded of His love on a daily 
basis.  

In short, the schedule is going to include starting with 
a refresher course with goal setting – exactly what we 
wish to accomplish in the upcoming year. Followed 
by rehashing the importance of why we do 
evangelism and go through a little more training just 

to reemphasize how it’s done. This 
will primarily take up the Wednesday 
nights of January before heading into 
February, which will be dedicated to 
lessons in apologetics and applying 
them to evangelism.  

That wi l l  be the upcoming 
Wednesday evenings, but there’s 
something that we can’t forget…30 
hour famine. This will be February 17
-19 (Sunday will be the presentation 
of what the students received from 
the event) and will have the focus 
being on how we share Christ to 
people we do not even know. We will 
have guest speakers coming from 
Romania on Friday night and the 
college students will also be 

participating in the missions projects, Bible studies, 
and leading groups.  

The month is going to be action-packed with plenty 
of opportunity to learn and grow. Small groups will 
be utilized as the practice ground to go back over 
what has been taught on Wednesday and to practice 
with each other. It’s going to be a great month and a 
great year – to ensure that, we’ll be starting off right 
with where the focus belongs, on Christ and what we 
can do to serve Him.  

Happy New Year! The Christmas rush is behind 
us, the hustle and bustle has momentarily subsided, 
and the kids are headed back to school. January 
just seems like a fresh start in many aspects: a new 
date to remember when filling out forms 
(especially since many of us just now started 
writing ’11), a new semester in school, new 
opportunities, and a wealth of new opportunities to 
share the gospel. It’s that last little tid bit that I’m 
most excited about.  

I’m reminded of a scene from the movie Cloudy 
with A Chance of Meatballs, where the father and 
son are having a conversation. This discussion 
rings in my ears as I consider the forecast for 
January. The conversation is 
very simple, brief, and to the 
point, but it is powerful. Here it 
is: 

Earl Devereaux: I love you, son. 

Cal Deveraux: I know, dad. You 
tell me every day. 

This is a powerful reminder of a 
father’s love to his son. I take 
notice of what the son says: 
“You tell me every day.” Not 
only do I want to inspire fathers 
to tell their children how much 
they love them, but I also want 
to use this to show the forecast 
for January: a focus on 
evangelism.  

Back in the summer, the students were able to go 
through some training on ways to share their faith, 
but I don’t think that it ever hurts to rehash and 
grow further in that area. It’s estimated that less 
that 2% of the church actively shares their faith. 
That means 98% of any given church will establish 
themselves with a view from the pew and not take 
part in “going and making.” We need to change 
that. We must change that. I believe that we take 
luxury for granted in how we live – we go to 
church, go out to eat, go home, rinse and reuse. It’s 



Take Up Your Cross  Special Guests 
Coming to ….… 

Mountain Creek Baptist Church 
 

Sunday, January 8th, 2012 
6:00 pm 



Thank You’s 

Dear Church Family, 
I appreciate the nice fruit basket. 
With Christian Love, 
Virginia Babb 
 
Thank you all for the very generous food boxes 
delivered to the ladies shelter on Thanksgiving 
Eve. All the fixings for a turkey dinner are very 
useful for us. Thanks again for continuing to bless 
us this year also. 
Sincerely, 
Carrie Seils, Kitchen Manager of Miracle Hill 
Shepherds Gate 
 
Mountain Creek, 
I want to thank everyone for their calls, cards, and 
prayers for my family during the passing of my 
mother.  It means so much to know that I work for 
such a caring church family. I truly love working 
for Mountain Creek. 
Thank you, Lori Range 

Dear Mtn. Creek Family, 
Words can not express how much David, 
Katie and myself appreciate the cards, calls 
and prayers for Pete during his declining 
health and home going! Thank you for the 
meal that was provided on Friday night. 
Please continue to remember our family in 
prayer during the coming days. May God 
Bless each of you during this Christmas 
Season. 
We Love You! 
David, Kathryne & Katie Bailey 
 
Dear Pastor Paul & Church Family,  
I don’t know where to begin to say thank you  
for the outpouring love you’ve shown during 
my mom’s death. Thank you for the meal, 
phone calls, cards & visits. Thank you most 
for the much felt prayers! Love you all. 
Love in Christ, 
Tammy Rainey 

What not to take into the New Year 
Self-help books — Trust in God first; don’t turn to him as a last resort. (See 
Proverbs 3:5-6.)  
 
• Tape measure — Consider only God’s standards; don’t compare yourself 
to other people. (See Luke 18:9-14.)  
 
• Rearview mirror — Don’t live in the past. You’ll miss out on what God is 
doing in your life now. (See Philippians 3:12-14.)  
 
• Gavel — Stop wasting time judging others. Instead, pray for them, help 
them and team with them. (See Luke 6:37-38.) �
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Just For Kids 



Library News  

Mere Christianity                                    by Lewis 

Ashamed of the Gospel                    by MacArthur 

More than a Carpenter                    by McDowell 

Abide in Christ                                      by Murray 

The Inner Chamber                               by Murray 

The Normal Christian Life                         by Nee 

Radical                                                       by Platt 

How to Listen to God                            by Stanley 

How to Reach you full Potential for God                        
       by Stanley 

Life in the Spirit                                       by Tozer 

The Pursuit of God                                  by Tozer 

On Being a Servant of God                  by Wiersbe 

Grand Weaver                                   by Zacharias 

Heaven             by Alcorn 

The Treasure Principle                   by Alcorn 

The Golden Treasure of Bible Wisdom         
           by Barbour 

One Thing You Can’t Do in Heaven             
              by Cahill 

The Mentor Leader                          by Dungy 

The Hour that Changed the World                  
          by Eastman 

Game Plan for Life                           by Gibbs 

Day of Deception                             by Hagee 

The Reason for God                         by Keller 

The Resolution for Men   by Kendrick/Alcorn 

Raising a Modern Day Knight        by Lewis 

Our Library is located on the 
Lower level of the church by the 

Welcome Center. 

Do you need something to read? Check out our  
library.  Below is a brief listing of some of our 
new books.  

Please return any books to the library you have 
had more than two weeks. 
Remember to write the date you are returning 
the book beside your name. 

New Books & Their Authors: 



MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

Joy Club 

We will have a Soup, sandwich and dessert 
meal in the church fellowship hall on January 
17th at 11:30 am. Joy Club members please 
bring your favorite soups or desserts to share 
together.  Meat tray, bread and tea will be 
provided by the Joy Club Fund. 

 

WOM  

Will have a meeting Tuesday, January 10th 
at 10:00 a.m. in the MCBC Library. See Mary 
Jo Allen with your questions. 

 

M & M  

The meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
January  11th. Everyone please bring your 
favorite finger food to the meeting.  More 
details to come in the bulletin. See Rhonda 
Vaughn or Sandi Carson with your questions. 

 

Baptist Young Women 

You are invited on Tuesday, January 10th to 
a meeting of the BYW at 6:30 p.m. The 
meeting will take place at the home of Stacy 
Burr, 2 Promenade Drive, Greenville SC  
29609. See Stacy Burr or Niki Peters with your 
questions.  

 

Cottage Prayer Meetings 

There will be no meetings scheduled in 
January. We will start back in February. 

The shut-in for the month of    
January is: 

Bonnie Berry 
10 Edgewater Lane 

Greenville, SC 29609 

Deacons for January 
Jan 1  Rob Honeycutt 
Jan 8 Jimmy Johnson 
Jan 15 Brodie Bricker 
Jan 22  Mike James  
Jan 29 Tony Peters 

Greeters for January 
January  1 Chris Brannon & Roland Styles 
January 8 Brodie Bricker& Lewis Sloan 

January 15 Eddie Bright & Doris Hollifield 
January 22 Tammy Rainey & Mark Rainey 

January 29 Tom Brooks & Wayne McJunkin 
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Eternal God! 

Grant us gratitude enough to look backward and be        

         thankful; 

Courage enough to look forward and be hopeful; 

Faith enough to look upward and be humble; 

Kindness enough to look outward and be helpful, 

Amen. 



Mountain Creek Baptist Church 
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Sunday Service ScheduleSunday Service Schedule 
9:30 A.M.      Sunday School/Bible Study 
10:30 A.M.    Morning Worship 
6:00 P.M.      Evening Worship 
           Kid’s Praise & Play & Praise Choirs  
 

Wednesday Service ScheduleWednesday Service Schedule 
6:30 P.M.     “Power Hour”- Adult Bible Study  
                      Student Worship 
                      AWANA (Children)  
7:30 P.M.     Celebration Choir Rehearsal 

Schedule of Services����

Monday through  
Friday 

8:30 - 5:00 pm 


